
 

Mediterranean CooBEEration: a 

network for Beekeeping, 

Biodiversity and Food Security 

 

Project funded by the European Union in the framework of 
Food Security Program 



Project Partner: 
 

 FELCOS Umbria  

 APIMED 

 INAT 

 UNDP 

 University of Bologna (DipSA) 

 University of Torino (DiSAFA) 

 

Duration: 36 months  

(1/02/2014  - 31/01/2017) 

 

Funded by the EUROPEAN UNION 

 



 
Location of the action: Italy, Morocco, 

Lebanon, Tunisia, Algeria, Palestinian 
Occupied Territories. 

 
Direct Beneficiaries: Beekeepers and 

their local, national and multi-country 
associations in Mediterranean region. 

 
Final beneficiaries: Farmers of the 

countries involved, whole population of 
targeted area. 

  

Total Budget:  1.650.00,00  

 

 



Why we started Mediterranean 

CooBEEration project: 

 
Common tradition of beekeeping in Med 

area, common problems for beekeepers 

Bees and beekeeping are in danger 

Beekeeping is too much important: we 

can not leave beekeepers alone with the 

responsability of protecting bees, we 

need a multi-actors global alliance 

The need of cooperating for European 

and Mediterranena people to build 

together a new  model of shared welfare 

and sustaibale development 

 



 

General Objective: 

To preserve biodiversity 

To improve Food Security 

Socio-economic development in the 

Mediterranean area 

 

through the support to the beekeeping 

sector 

 

 



  

Specific goals:  
 

1. Strengthen the technical and 

political skills of Mediterranean 

beekeepers and their networks  

2. Improve scientific knowledge on 

the strategic role of bees and 

beekeeping for biodiversity 

preservation  

 

 

 



  

Specific goals:  
 

 

  3. Realize an awareness 

campaign to disseminate a 

new vision of beekeeping as 

Common Global Good 

 

 



ACTIVITIES REALISED  

February 2014-May 2016  

 



Strenghtening of APIMED 

www.fedapimed.com 



12 Missions of training and technical 

assistance in the 5 Mediterranean 

Countries involved 





 

VI et VII edition of the 

Mediterranean Beekeeping 

Forum Forum 

VI Forum, November 2014 

Foligno (Italy) 

VII Forum, Tunis 

November 2015 



CHARTER OF MEDITERRANEAN HONEYS 



2 National Beekeeping Forum in 

Lebanon and Algeria 

Forum du Liban 

Beyrouth, Mai 2015 

Forum d’Algerie 

Alger, Janvier 2016 
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…and the National Beekeping 
Forum of Palestine 

Ramallah, today and tomorrow 



National Beekeeping Forum of Palestine 

Ramallah, May 25°-26°  

 



Scientific Research on the role of 

bees for biodiversity preservation 

on going 

DisAFA et DipSA  

(Italy) 

INAT  

(Tunisia) 



 

Training course “Introduction to 

Melissopalinology” targeting 10 

researcher/Laboratory Analysts 

Turin (Italie), 9-13 November 2015 



Observatory on Mediterranean 

Beekeeping 



CooBEEration Campaign 

www.coobeerationcampaign.org 



 

General Objective: 

  

 Modify the perception of 

beekeeping: from a simple 

incoming generation activity to a 

new vision of Common Global 

Good 







 

www.coobeerationcampaign.org 



5 Specific Target 

1. All citizens 

2. Local Authorities/Territories 

3. Schools 

4. Beekeepers 

5. Farmers 

 
 



Call to the Institutions 



BEE-FRIENDLY MUNICIPALITIES 

INITATIVE 



 

ANCI Umbria Headoffice in Perugia, May 17° 2016  



INAT and APIMED Tunisian Focal Point 

meet the Mayor of the Municipality of 

Ariana, Tunisia (May 2016) 



BEE-FRIENDLY MUNICIPALITIES 



The Municipalities committ 

themselves to: 

• Support in their local communities the 
development of beekeeping activities; 

• Include and improve in the planning of 
green public areas the growing of bee-
friendly plants; 

• Put great attention in treating tree-lined 
boulevards in town; 

• Reduce progressively, and eventually 
eliminate, the use of weed killers in the 
maintenance of roadsides and green public 
areas  

 



The Municipalities committ 

themselves to: 

• Involve citizens and other main 
stakeholders  in a debate on the use of 
agro pesticides in agriculture and their 
impact on environment and health  

• Promote initiatives in support of beekeeping 
– events, exhibitions, conferences, awards, 
etc. –including the realisation of concrete 
and symbolic actions in its own town, to 
raise awareness among the citizenship (e.g. 
the realisation of a “Bees’ garden”, 
educative paths, street art decoration with 
bees…)  



The Municipalities committ 

themselves to: 

• Involve the schools of its territory in 

awareness raising initiatives  

• Share the contents of the campaign 

through its own informative channels, 

publishing in its websites the link to the 

website of the campaign 

(www.coobeerationcampaign.org) 

 



Awareness raising in Schools 

Perugia, Italy, May 2016 



Awareness raising in School 

Borg El Ifa and Le Kef, Tunisia, May 2016 



What’s next? 

1) To spread our vision more 

and more: 

Create a network of Bee-friendly 
Municipalities in all 5 countries invovled 
in Mediterranean CooBEEration 

Bring ANNA BEE(video, postcards…) in 
more schools as possible, in Palestine, 
Italy, Tunisia, Algeria, Lebanon, 
Morocco) 

Organize a CooBEEration day in the 
newts months with symbolic actions in 
all the five countries involved 



  What’s next? 

2)To keep the partnership 

strong and look for new funding 

opportunities  

 European Funds 

 National funds 

 International Donors 

 Local Authorities contributions 

 

 And use the eventual fundings in the most 
efficient way  

 



  

There is still a lot to do, but all together 

we can go far away and reach our 

common objectives.  

 


